MAGIC AND RELIGION

opposition of principle between Magic and Religion,
he cannot think of allowing the former a positive
influence in the establishment of Religion. Yet
he admits a genetic relation between them: it is,
according to him, the recognition of the failure
of Magic that is the cause of the worship of gods.
'I would suggest,' writes Frazer, 'that a tardy
recognition of the inherent falsehood and barren-
ness of Magic set the more thoughtful part of
mankind to cast about for a truer theory of
nature and a more fruitful method of turning
her resources to account.' When man saw that
his magical actions were not the real cause of
the activity of nature, it occurred to him that,
' if the great world went on its way without the
help of him or his fellows, it must surely be
because there were other beings, like himself,
but far stronger, who, unseen themselves, directed
its course and brought about all the various
series of events which he had hitherto believed
to be dependent on his own Magic. ... To these
mighty beings, whose handiwork he traced in all
the gorgeous and varied pageantry of nature, man
now addressed himself, humbly confessing Ms
dependence on their invisible power, and beseech-
ing them of their mercy to furnish him with all
good things. ... In this, or some such way as this,
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